[A new approach to the identification and the interpretation of the various forms of cribra orbitalia].
The so-called cribra orbitalia lesion was described for the first time in 1885 by H. Welcker. Since then the cribriform tectum of the orbit has provoked the most varied pathogenic interpretations. However for 40 years the whole paleopathologist community agreed to recognize that anaemia and generally deficiency in iron, food or infections were the causes of medullary hyperplasia which would be the alone responsible for the damage. Through new macroscopic explorations and new understanding of the genesis of the lesion, the author does not admit the principle of an universal hyperplasia but he suggests to distinguish three causes ofcribra orbitalia: the anatomic variations, the osteoperiostitis, the cortical erosion.